Orphans from HIV Aids

In the course of our work through the feeding scheme, we have identified a number of problems faced by orphans and vulnerable children. Not only are these children forced into an existence without food and shelter, their emotional loss compounds their suffering. In most cases, their father will contract an AIDS related illness, and they will help their mother to care for him. Then the mother gets ill, and they look after her, until she too dies. 

They are then cared for by an aunt or uncle, or elderly grandparent. Often, they too will fall ill. Many of these relatives live in abject poverty, and cannot afford to keep the children financially. The carers have great difficulty in accessing grant money and therefore have to rely on charity.

Some of the children will also be HIV positive and eventually contract an AIDS related disease. The children are often separated from their siblings, and work very hard for their carers, to ensure that they are not a burden on their new family.

We have been provided with a list of basic food items necessary to sustain a family of 4 - for 2 weeks.

This would cost ZAR120 per food parcel.

(Approximately AUD$25)

